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John 1 · week 1 of 21
The Word Became Flesh · Questions for the week
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Work the questions over three evenings, and bring the sheet on Thursday. Answer from the text first and
write the verse beside every answer.

T H E  W E E K

Monday Read John 1 straight through, then again with a pen and mark it · Mon, Nov 16

Tuesday Read the study notes; answer the Observe questions and count the key words · Tue, Nov 17

Wednesday Interpret, Weigh the Teachers, the Word study and Apply · Wed, Nov 18

Thursday evening Together: watch the John 1 part of the film, go through the worksheet, pray · Thu, Nov 19

K E Y  V E R S E

J O H N  1 : 1 4  ·  N A S B

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John starts before creation and ends the chapter with men bringing other men to Jesus. Watch what Jesus is
called, and what each man does once he has seen Him.
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John 1
The Word Became Flesh

N A M E D AT E

K E Y  V E R S E  ·  J O H N  1 : 1 4  ·  N A S B

“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John starts before creation and ends the chapter with men bringing other men to Jesus. Watch what Jesus is
called, and what each man does once he has seen Him.

B E F O R E  Y O U  A N S W E R

Read John 1 straight through, then a second time slowly with a pen.
Mark what you see: God commands repeated words sin / warnings promises time / place .
Answer from the text first. Write the verse number beside every answer.

C O U N T  T H E  K E Y  W O R D S

Find each word in John 1. Tally it and note the verses. What does John keep coming back to?

W O R D H O W  M A N Y ? V E R S E S

Word

Light
testify / testified / testimony /
witness
world

see / saw / seen

found

J O H N  1 : 1 – 5 The Eternal Word

1 O B S E R V E

List everything verses 1–3 say about the Word. Where was He, who was He, and what did He do?

1. 
2. 
3. 

J O H N  1  ·  T H E  W O R D  B E C A M E  F L E S H  ·  G R O U P  W O R K S H E E T

S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  ·  T E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D  ·  W AT C H I N G  T H E  T I M E S PA G E  2



2 I N T E R P R E T

The Word was “with God” and the Word “was God” (1:1). How can both be true, and why does it matter
that John did not write “a god”?

3 A P P LY

If all things came into being through Him (1:3), what part of your life are you still treating as outside His
authority?

J O H N  1 : 6 – 1 3 Witness and Response

4 O B S E R V E

Why was John sent, and what was he not (1:6–8)?

5 O B S E R V E

Verses 10–12 give three responses to Jesus. What are they?

6 W E I G H  T H E  T E A C H E R S

God’s children are born “not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God” (1:13). Spurgeon says “no man lets Christ into his heart until first God has made him to be born
again.” Guzik says “born of God, but not of human effort or achievement.” What do both men agree on,
and what does 1:12 still ask of you?
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J O H N  1 : 1 4 – 1 8 The Word Became Flesh

7 O B S E R V E

What did the Word become, what did He do, and what did John and the others see (1:14)?

8 I N T E R P R E T

Compare what came through Moses with what came through Jesus Christ (1:17). Then read Exodus
40:34. What is John saying by using the word “dwelt”?

9 I N T E R P R E T

No one has seen God at any time (1:18). So how can anyone know what God is like?

J O H N  1 : 1 9 – 2 8 The Voice

10 O B S E R V E

Three times John says who he is not (1:20–21). Who does he say he is (1:23)?

11 I N T E R P R E T

John says “I am not” Elijah (1:21). Read Luke 1:17 and Matthew 11:14. How do those fit together?
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12 A P P LY

John could have built his own following, and he kept saying “I am not.” Where are you tempted to be the
light instead of the voice?

J O H N  1 : 2 9 – 3 4 The Lamb

13 O B S E R V E

What does John call Jesus in 1:29 and in 1:34? What did he see that convinced him (1:32–33)?

14 I N T E R P R E T

What would “Lamb of God” mean to a Jew who knew Genesis 22:8, Exodus 12 and Isaiah 53:7? Does “the
sin of the world” mean every person is automatically forgiven?

J O H N  1 : 3 5 – 4 2 The First Followers

15 O B S E R V E

What is the first question Jesus asks in this Gospel, and what is His invitation (1:38–39)?

16 O B S E R V E

What is the first thing Andrew does, and what does he say (1:41)? What does Jesus do with Simon (1:42)?
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17 A P P LY

Spurgeon: “Let thy religion begin at home.” Name one man you will say “Come and see” to this week.

J O H N  1 : 4 3 – 5 1 Philip and Nathanael

18 O B S E R V E

What is Nathanael’s objection, and how does Philip answer it (1:45–46)?

19 O B S E R V E

What does Jesus know about Nathanael before they meet (1:47–48), and what does Nathanael call Him
(1:49)?

20 I N T E R P R E T

Read Genesis 28:12. What is Jesus claiming when He says the angels will ascend and descend “on the Son
of Man” (1:51)?

21 A P P LY

Jesus saw Nathanael before Philip called him (1:48). What difference does it make that He saw you first?
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W O R D  S T U D Y The Greek behind the English

22 W O R D logos · G3056 · word

The Word “was God” (1:1) and “became flesh” (1:14). What does calling Jesus “the Word” tell you about
how God speaks to us?

23 W O R D skēnoō · G4637 · to pitch a tent, to dwell

Where else does God dwell with His people (Exodus 40:34; Revelation 21:3)? What does John 1:14 add?

P U T  I T  T O G E T H E R The chapter as a whole

The theme. In one or two sentences of your own, what is John 1 about?

Jesus. What does this chapter show you about who Jesus is that you want to remember?

This week. What one thing will you do because of this chapter, and which brother will you tell?
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Around the table. Prayer requests and what the other men saw that you missed.
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A C T S  1 7 : 1 1 The Chosen check

A C T S  1 7 : 1 1  ·  N A S B

“…examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.”

W AT C H  T H I S  W E E K

Season 2, Episode 2, “I Saw You” (1:43–51) and Season 1, Episode 4, “The Rock on Which It Is
Built” (1:28–42)

Watch the episode after you have read the chapter. Then test it by the text — answer from John first, and
write the verse beside every answer.

C1 O B S E R V E

Read 1:40–42. Where and how does Simon first meet Jesus in John, and what does Jesus call him? How
does the show’s version differ?

C2 O B S E R V E

Read 1:47–50. What does John tell us about Nathanael under the fig tree, and what does he leave unsaid?

C3 I N T E R P R E T

What did the episode add that John 1 does not say? Does the addition help you see the text, or does it
change what the text means?

C4 A P P LY

The Bereans received the word eagerly and examined the Scriptures daily (Acts 17:11). Where are you
most tempted to let a picture, a sermon or a feeling stand in for the text?

The Chosen is a drama, not Scripture. God’s Word is the truth; where the film differs, the Word wins.
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